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“And how are they to preach unless they are sent? As it is written,
"How beautiful are the feet of those who preach the good news!"”
— Romans 10:15 (ESV)

The mandate to preach the gospel to all nations is given to all
Christians. This missional focus is crucial to the Bible Society’s
ministry, and spurs us to be involved in global Bible missions.

This issue of Word@Work looks at Bible mission work beyond
our shores. It is beautiful to see how our contributions here
bless faraway communities that truly need the Word, and we
aspire to expand this international ministry further.

| am also pleased to say that next year, we will celebrate two
milestones: The 180" Anniversary of the Bible Society’s formal
registration, and the 110" Anniversary of our residence at

7 Armenian Street. We are now eagerly preparing for these
celebrations, and would like the Christian body to be involved
through a series of community engagement activities — the first
of which can be found on Pg 26. | would like to appeal for your
participation, which will certainly make our celebrations even
more meaningfull

We look forward to your partnership in the Bible mission.
Please continue to pray for us as we serve Him together!

In His grace
EZEKIEL TAN
General Secretary
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shared on a cold winter day.
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Syrian refugee children delighted to meet our team during our relief distribution efforts at Begaa Valley,
Lebanon in December 2015. They pose with the Arabic Bible while savouring a cup of hot chocolate we
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Distribution of food, personal
hygiene items and Scriptures
to a Syrian refugee camp at
Beqgaa Valley, eastern Lebanon.

MISSIONS Tothe MIDDLE EAST

SOWING HOPE FOR THE FUTURE

“The Christian experience, from start to finish, is a journey
of faith,” said Watchman Nee— 20" century Chinese
Church leader and Christian teacher from Shantou,
Manchu China. These words are aptly meaningful to the
many who have served and those currently working or
volunteering at the Bible Society. In a year’s time, the
Society celebrates its 180" Anniversary marking the
establishment of the Singapore Auxiliary Bible Society in
1837. 2017 will also mark the 110™ Anniversary of the
acquisition of the land the Bible House has occupied
since 1907.

Looking back at the Bible Society’s humble beginnings

in the 19" century serving as a Bible depot and
publishing Scripture, where it partnered with early mission
organisations like London Missionary Society (LMS) and
churches like St Andrew’s Cathedral and the then Malay
Chapel (today’s Prinsep Street Presbyterian Church), we
note that it has been by faith and God’s grace that almost
two centuries later, the Bible mission work continues to
fulfil the mission ‘The Bible for Everyone’. Without the
Living Word, church planting and disciple-making work
could not have taken root in Singapore.

Addressing Real Needs

The Bible Society’s work over the years has expanded
to embrace not only making the Word available and
accessible to all but also engaging people with the

Scriptures and meeting their immediate needs by adopting
a holistic approach to Bible missions. Through the support
of our partners and donors in Singapore, the work has
expanded geographically to cover many regions including
the Middle East—where the Word originated. Even before
the attack of ISIS, this is a region where there is less than
an average of 2 percent Christians and in many parts, the
numbers are declining because of wars, civil unrest or
persecution.

PERCENTAGE OF CHRISTIANS IN THE MIDDLE EAST

Country Percentage (%) based

on 2010 census

Egypt 10.1
Iran 0.4
|raq 1.4 Source: Harvard Journal
of Middle Eastern Politics
|Srae| 2 4 and Policy 2013-2014,
. World Religion Database
by Dr Todd Johnson and
Jordan 27 Dr Gina Zurlo, research
fellows in the Study
Palestine 1.9 of Global Christianity

at Gordon-Conwell
Theological Seminary.

Syria 52 Their paper presented
a gradual decline of the
Turkey 0.3 Christian population in the

Middle East.

Working with our sister Societies in the area, we strive
to raise support and reach those undergoing hardships
and displacement, bringing comfort and peace through
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God’s infallible Word and practical
necessities. (See page 8 for a more
extensive coverage of our work in
Lebanon.)

Sowing God's Word
and Love

Over the years, the Bible Society has
helped not only refugees but also
other meaningful projects including
the empowerment of marginalised
women and children in the Middle
Eastern region and the creation of
education programmes for children
who do not have access to schools.
(Visit bible.org.sg/projects to read
more about the projects we support
in the Middle East and around the
world.)

Nurturing a Heart for
Missions

Today, the Bible Society is able to
expose many people to these Bible
lands and beyond, through a new
ministry arm, International Bible
Experiences (IBEX).

IBEx organises Bible Land Tours

to help people experience and
engage with the Word in the lands
where Bible stories took place,
meet local missionaries, understand
their struggles and needs, and
catch God’s heart for missions.

It also runs Bible Mission Trips to
give participants the opportunity

to be involved with and experience
the joy of bringing the Bibles to
those who do not have access to

it regionally. Participants also help
bring other necessities for the needy
as well as their ministry gifts and

encouragement to the local believers.

Celebrate With Us

The formal launch of IBEx in 2016

is just one of the many initiatives the
Bible Society has planned to mark
the two major milestones mentioned.
As we prepare for the anniversaries,
we invite all of you, our readers

and partners alike, to be a part of

Little children waiting patiently to receive their relief items and Scriptures at a Syrian refugee tent.

the celebrations. Without your partnership, the Bible Society could not have
impacted the thousands of lives through the Bible, as we carry out the vision
and mission that the Lord entrusted us with.

i be part of
. formation on how you can
X m*BO'\rb\e Mission Trips organised by IBEx.

Visit bible.org.sg/ibex for "
the Bible Land Tours, us well &8 the

Refugee tents at Begaa Valley, eastern Lebanon.

st ® Corme Tn | A—

Syrian refugees receiving relief items during our relief distribution at Begaa Valley, eastern Lebanon.

Please see page 26 for details on the Anniversary logo competition and visit bible.org.sg/anniversary

to be kept updated of the anniversary plans.
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A REFUGEE'S STORY:

Hanna Bakos (left),
happy to receive
her relief distribution

package from the Bible
Society, with Elaine Quek

(right).

- REFUGE UNDER THE

* SHELTER OF HIS WINGS

—— written by Elaine Quek ——

When ISIS captured the town of Qaragosh in Iraq,
thousands — many of them Christians — were forced to
flee. Sadly, some did not make it out; others could not
survive the journey. Today, Qaraqosh, once home to
Irag’s largest Christian community, is believed to be
emptied of Christians.

Hanna Bakos was one of the thousands who fled
Qaraqgosh with her three children and relatives in search
for refuge. When we met her in Beirut, Lebanon during our
relief distribution for Iragi Christian refugees, she voluntarily
came forward to share her story with us. She spoke as
one in affliction and yet clothed with strength and dignity.

LIFE BEFORE THE WAR

“l used to work at a kindergarten and my life was
organised and established before the war. | have been

a widow for many years as my husband died when my
youngest girl was 10 months old. But life in Qaragosh was
good as we had a strong Christian community.”

FLIGHT FROM TERROR

“I had a heart operation and was resting at my brother’s
house when ISIS came in the wee hours in the morning.
There were loud noises. At 10am, my nephew came
running into the house and his face was pale yellow after
witnessing a child blown up. Pieces of the child’s body
were on the wall and there was blood everywhere. But
we did not want to leave because Iraq is our home. We
stayed on for another 12 hours until our relatives called
us and persuaded us because ISIS was going to enter
our town. We left in such a hurry that we could not take
anything except our passports and the clothes we wore.
22 people squeezed in each car so that we could leave
the country. The journey to Erbil that usually takes 30
minutes took us 12 hours.”

TRAUMATIC EXPERIENCE

“l' was in great shock and pain, especially so after my
heart operation. My daughter started to cry during the
journey and she wanted to go back to take her father’s
photograph. She did not want to forget the face of her
father...”

At this point, Hanna broke into tears. She was putting up
a strong front throughout her sharing, but when it came to
her family, she could not suppress her emotions.

“When we reached Erbil, we slept in the garden of a
monastery for three days. We finally decided to leave when
ISIS called from my brother’s house. They found out his
number from his car plate. They told him to send them
his car keys or they would demolish his house. My brother
said, “I will not send you my car keys. Do whatever you
want! Destroy the house, car, everything! | am Christian
and | will stay Christian. | will never leave Jesus Christ!”
They told him they wanted the children and women but we
could not have that. My brother replied, “Jesus is with us
and you can do nothing against us! We are going to stay
at the crown of His head!”

LEARNING TO FORGIVE IN SUFFERING

“My life changed since | came here. Even though | come
from a Christian background, | discovered another
perspective in Christianity. | learnt how to forgive
ISIS.”

After coming to Lebanon, Hanna and her family are still
haunted by the past where they lost everything overnight.
As a refugee in Lebanon, she is not entitled to housing
or employment rights and has no means to support her
children with education, medical treatment etc. Hanna
relies totally on what organisations and churches provide.
It was moving to hear her express her gratitude as we
distributed the relief items consisting of some food items,
personal hygiene products and Scriptures.



Hanna expressed her appreciation to the Bible Society:
“Thank you for thinking of us. What you gave is
very important. Our children are seeing how the
Christians are standing beside us and it is very
important for them to see this gift.”

FAITH IN GOD

Despite witnessing Hanna’s obvious pain and suffering, we
were able to rejoice with them at how God was still visibly
at work.

Iragi Christian refugees listen to a word of encouragement by our team
at a church in Beirut, Lebanon.
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“It’s unbelievable that 20,000 people left Qaraqosh in
one hour and none of them were touched in any way.
They were all safe. It was a miracle!”

As we parted ways, Hanna implored that we would
share her story with many so others would know
about the help still needed for the refugees.

Hearing Hanna'’s story and that of many others, the Bible
Society is raising support to continue giving towards the
needs of refugees in the Middle East.
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“There is also a real need for
Bibles in their respective native
languages,” adds Pastor John Toh,
who was the Trip Leader for the BMT
to Vietnam.

An Iragi Christian child delighted to receive the Children’s Scripture.

OF
NEWS

Wayne Ng

Close your eyes and imagine
yourself amidst a group of pastors
leaving their homes before dawn,
and travelling long hours just to
collect 50 to 100 Bibles for your
entire congregation, located in the
Mekong Delta region in Vietnam.

photo ©

The need for Bibles is great and the
number of Christians are growing
rapidly amongst the tribes. The
Bible Mission teams sent out by
International Bible Experiences

Imagine braving the rain, with fellow
believers in Christ, traversing a bus
along adverse road conditions, to

a remote church. Along the way,
some risk their lives by climbing

to the top of the bus to remove
overhanging cables and wires,
which obstruct the bus. Many wait
patiently at the other end to receive
their Bibles.

“At each delivery point, we saw
how the brothers and sisters
treasured the Bibles. We often
take the availability of Bibles in
Singapore for granted; and how
little we treasure His Word in
our hearts,” says Lilian Tham, a
BMT participant to Vietnam.

(IBEx)—the Bible Society’s holistic
mission arm—to the Mekong Delta
region of Vietnam and the Irrawaddy
Delta region of Myanmar, were
deeply moved when they witnessed
the hunger for the printed Word of
God amongst the natives of Vietnam
and Myanmar.

Read more testimonies of how
God spoke to hearts of the Bible

missionaries and answered a 25-year

prayer for Bibles in Myanmar. Share
in their joy of sowing the good news
to the oppressed, neglected and
forgotten. See page 25.

Pastors in Vietnam leaving their homes
before dawn and travelling long hours to
collect Bibles for the entire congregation.
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dupport our Projects \ RF[5E

Make a difference in someone’s life today.
Even the smallest donation helps impact people around the world with the life-transforming wisdom of the Bible.
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Appeal: The Sower Institute for Biblical Discipleship and Centre for Advocacy,
Relationships and Engagement (CARE) are ministries aimed at engaging people in

the Word and advocating Biblical values. They conduct many courses, public talks

and events to educate and engage the public. We have, in the pipeline, ministries
focused on family and the next generation. Your support will help fund these meaningful
ministries and enable more to be engaged in God’s Word.
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Amount to raise FIEH®: $11°,°00 (Code: W@W Singapore)
-

ASIA & BANGLADESH 1004z =]

Appeal: The Bible Society aims to support literacy classes in 180 villages in Asia—
particularly Cambodia, Myanmar, Laos and Bangladesh. The ‘Learning Through

Listening’ is a transformational, Scripture-based literacy programsnme, which not only
empowers learners with reading skills, but also helps participants encounter God’s Word.
An audio device is used to take the students through specially developed Scripture-based
materials, guided by a local facilitator. Many have benefited from the literacy classes.
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Amount to raise FIEE&R®: $70,000 (Code: W@W Asia & Bangladesh)
4

CHINA h[E

Appeal: China is the most populous country in the World. With the rapid growth of
churches, the need to provide affordable or free Bibles to the millions in China is evident.
Those living in the rural areas are very much affected by natural disasters.

Their immediate physical needs often override their spiritual needs. Many cannot even
afford to own a Bible! The Bible Society is working to give a Bible to each and every
Chinese national.
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Amount to raise FiE#E: $100,000 (Code: W@W China)
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Moved to make a donation? You can mail us a cheque, made payable to The Bible Society of Singapore, indicating the project code behind the cheque.
Visit bible.org.sg/donate to make an online donation.


www.bible.org.sg/donate

PRAY WITH US X #5 35 IR

Prayer Requests | ({52 &

LEBANON Z2EE

Pray for those working to help the refugee situation in Lebanon, including the Bible Society in Lebanon which also takes
care of Irag and Syria. Pray that the Lord will provide funds and resources to help refugees. Pray as well that the needs of
the refugees will be met: physically (by receiving necessary items, funds, and healing), emotionally (through trauma healing
programmes), and spiritually (through receiving the life-giving Word of God).
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PHILIPPINES JEfRE

Praise God for a series of successful Bible relevant seminars as well as the translation process of the Gospels in both the
Pinoy and Waray Versions nearing completion. Pray that the Lord will use the Bible Society’s partnership with the local
government and the media to proclaim His Word to all Filipinos.
FoA) A T HE AL 5 BT I O 0 JU )M A B B B L bAr iR RO, B R B FUE (Pinoy) FRLER IE
(Waray) HJPUHEE B CILETE K. HE LR EEASE MBI R, #Iokm A IERENEY
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Please continue to pray with us as we seek approval from the
government to officially set up the Bible Society in our country. Pray
for Bible distribution: this year we plan to offer each household in
remote areas the opportunity to receive a Bible free of charge.

THAELE S A1 [ 3B BOR RE RS IE U v FE T AT AR [ K o
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“Rejoice in hope, be patient in tribulation, be constant in prayer.” —Romans 12:12 (ESV)
“ERMEPEER; ARMPERN; HEEEY. " —2324 1212 WMAKEITR
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Centre for Advocacy, Relationships and Engagement (C.AR.E) EZEE 5L EK h O

CHILDREN MINISTRY

Families ARISE!

ARISE! is a worship event that was birthed in Singapore and is now
a global movement. Calling families to come together in praise,

worship and prayer!

Date: Sat, 23 Apr 2016

Time: 2pm-5pm

Venue: Paya Lebar Methodist Church
All are welcome.

Entry by tickets only — please visit

singapore.kidsarise.com for
details.

Love offering will be collected.

Partners:

THE BIBLE SOCIETY"
OF SINGAPORE
FmEEL A

BIBLE ADVOCACY

‘ARE WE REACHING THE

16

NEXT GENERATION?’

Come be a part of this important conversation which
follows the National Children & Youth Survey conducted
in partnership with ETHOS Institute and Evangelical
Fellowship of Singapore (EFOS).
The meeting will cover:

« Top line survey findings

« Strategies and principles for outreach to the

next generation
* Key principles behind their successful models

Who should come:
 Pastors
* Leaders to the Next Generation

Date: Thu, 31 Mar 2016

Time: 7.30pm-9.30pm

Venue: St Andrew’s Cathedral (Prayer Hall A-C)
Speaker: Rev Dr Norman Wong

Practitioners: Charleston Lim & Ps Samuel Phun

Visit bible.org.sg/nextgenseminar to download the
survey report & register for the meeting.

THE BIBLE SOCIETY®
OF SINGAPORE
MK EEAS

Jointly organised by:

Trinity Annual Conference
The Methodist Church in Singapore
Board of Children’s Ministry (BOCM)

4/14 Network Meeting

We are pleased to host the next 4/14
Network meeting. Come discover and
discuss about the Best Practices

to Reach the 4/14 Window.

Who should come:
« Pastors
+ Children Ministry Pastors/Leaders
+ Mission Pastors/LLeaders
* Leaders of Organisations reaching the
children
* Parents

Date: Tue, 26 Apr 2016
Time: 2pm-5pm
Venue: 7 Armenian St, Bible House, Level 4

Visit bible.org.sg/children to register.

FAMILY MINISTRY

D6 Family Conference

A family conference, based on Deuteronomy 6, to help
churches strengthen and equip the family to disciple the
next generation.

Special Senior Pastors’ High Tea
Date: Thu, 28 Jul 2016

Time: 3pm-5pm

Venue: To be confirmed

Meet our speakers Ron Hunter (CEO of D6 and Randall
House) and Pastor Matthew Ling (Chairman of Transform
World, Family Challenge).

D6 Family Conference

Date: Fri-Sat, 29-30 Jul 2016

Time: 9am-5.30pm

Venue: Emmanuel Assembly of God

Cost: to be announced

All are welcome. Registration opens on 1 May.

Visit bible.org.sg/family for conference and registration
details.

Cé@NNECT


www.singapore.kidsarise.com
www.bible.org.sg/nextgen
www.bible.org.sg/nextgenseminar
www.bible.org.sg/family

Centre for Advocacy, Relationships and Engagement (CAR.E) ZZEE 5L K h

2016 Competition SIEZ AL . colours
CONTEST INFORMATION

e Art Competition: 1 March-15 June 2016

¢ All entries* must be submitted with registration form attached P
and received by The Bible Society of Singapore by 15 June 2016.
*Submitted artwork must be your original creation. We only accept
physical artwork upon submission.

¢ All entries are ‘non-returnable’ and will be deemed the property O F THE Bl B L E
of The Bible Society of Singapore.

CATEGORIES ST p A 9 &
« CAT 1: Under 7 yrs « f1: 75T .L? ﬂ»'j
+ CAT 2: 8-12yrs - $H2: 8-12%

of the .
» BIBLE /'

+ CAT 3:13-18yrs - 483: 13-18%
« CAT 4: Open Category - R4 EEFRIFR

EHER
- ZREL#: 201643H1H—6A15H

s FTEEm AR TR, FELMECH 158 ZFEEMINKEZEA=.
TR EARCIEL TR IFRIR O EdR. HNTRERFi2/F LEm.

c FTERXOERE “FNFRE", AIENRKAFINKEERZMAE.

All contestants will also be eligible for a Blessed Draw prize and
a Facebook Most ‘Likes’ prize. Submit your artwork early!

NS BEMES 5 MR ER, Facebook ERSHRS ‘8" MWEmLE
RIRTHIAIR MR, BRRERIREIFRIE!

Top entries will be displayed at our public exhibition! EiEANBEERBAEERITNALEXEH! Jointly organised by
Register online M_LR&MEFH: coloursofthebible.org igﬁf\% %%j%
= Typeya
facebook.com/coloursofthebible @coloursofthebible THE BIBLE SOCIETY®  msssy or s

PLAY ano RAISE FUNDS
For THE BIBLE NEEDS OF INDIA!

SHHANNERXZEIEN

FROM CHURCHES AND CHRISTIAN ORGANISATIONS TO
H FRIENDLY 5-A-SIDE MATCHES.

SEEEEBNG, RAECHERARTHRIE, BEBSSEM

Closing Date for Registration 1R &% - HH:
Sat, 30 Apr 2016 (E#%) 4A30H

Visit bible.org.

leresource.net/donate/donatesoccer %% bible.org.s

st/donate/donatesoccer 1T _igNE

6 years old and above. #R—HUFR16AFULALESS T NGRS


http://coloursofthebible.org
www.facebook.com/coloursofthebible
https://bibleresource.net/donate/donatesoccer
https://bibleresource.net/donate/donatesoccer
www.bible.org.sg/soccer
www.bible.org.sg/soccer
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SCIENGE

"W GHRISTIAN FAITH

Many people often think that science and the Christian
faith are in conflict—especially on topics such as creation,
evolution and the Big Bang theory. It is indeed a ‘blessed
assurance’ to learn that this can be a misconception, and

both are reconcilable.

Far from conflicting with the Christian faith, the
speaker, Dr Andrew Loke, a Research Assistant
Professor at The University of Hong Kong who holds
a PhD in Theology from King’s College London,
presented his findings on this highly debatable
subject in a public lecture organised by ETHOS
Institute for Public Christianity on 4 January 2016 at
the Bible House.
In his lecture, Dr Loke established that “a correct
understanding of science can help people perceive the reality
and greatness of God.” He also argued that while scientific
method is extremely useful, it cannot prove that only natural
entities exist. Moreover, science requires deductive, inductive
and causal reasonings, and these can be utilised by the
Cosmological Argument to show that an actual infinite regress
of cause-and-effect is impossible and that the uncaused
Personal First Cause (Creator) of the universe exists.”

Drawing from his book Science and the Christian Faith,
published as part of the ETHOS Public Engagement Series, Dr
Loke presented findings —directing to.an “Intelligent Designer” —as the best

3™ ETHOS INSTITUTE ENGAGEMENT SERIES PUBLIC LECTURE

ed |THE FAMILY:
SR THREATS, TENSIONS & BIBLICAL TRUTHS

by Bishop Dr Robert M Solomon

TUE, 10 MAY 2016  8PM-9.30PM

ST ANDREW’S CATHEDRAL
11 St Andrew’s Road, Prayer Halls A&B, S(178959)
BISHOP DR ROBERT M SOLOMON

Register online now to avoid disappointment.
Love offering will be collected.

FREE ADMISSION N
Visit us at ethosinstitute.sg for updates on our current and coming events.



http://ethosinstitute.sg

ETHOS Institute for Public Christianity EFI ZEEH A HZ R P

explanation for why the unintelligent physical entities of our universe could have consistently behaved in an orderly
manner describable by elegant and intricate mathematics.

According to Dr Loke, the Big Bang theory is consistent
with the above-mentioned arguments and with the Bible,
and it can be regarded as a description of the process by
which God created the universe.

It is written in the Scripture: “And | applied my heart to
seek and to search out by wisdom all that is done under
heaven.” (Ecc 1:13) Hence, Dr Loke stressed: “The belief
in God is not based on ignorance, but on research and
reasons.”

In his lecture, Dr Loke also cited an important observation
that many atheists subscribe to the thought that anything
that can be known must be known scientifically. To address
that view, he said that “this is a philosophical view, and like
the criteria for a good scientific theory, it cannot be proven
to be correct scientifically.”

On the other hand, he notes, “the way
that Christians have defended their
faith has been quite problematic sometimes.”

The well-attended lecture, which -had more than 120 participants concluded with a responsive Q&A
session. Many students, who came in groups, stayed on after the lecture to converse with the
speaker.

You may visit ethosinstitute.sg/science to view the complete lecture. Dr Andrew Loke’s book
Science and the Christian Faith is also available for sale at Bible House’s BRC@Armenian, or
online at bibleresource.net.

“| find Dr Loke’s lecture very informative and it cleared most
of the doubts | used to have on the relationship between
science and God. | learned from his lecture that evolution is
possible within the confines of the Bible—especially when he
said that a day with the Lord is like a thousand years, and a
thousand years are like a day. (1 Pt 3:8) God’s perspective of
time is different from ours, and 13.8 billion years is but a hair’s
breadth for Him.”

—Lawrence Lim, Riverlife Church

THE ROLE OF RELIGION IN SOCGIETY - entos conversaron zvt

Mr Tan Chuan-Jin, Minister for Social and Family Development, and Bishop
Rennis Ponniah, Bishop of the Anglican Diocese of Singapore speak with
Dr Roland Chia, Theological & Research Advisor of ETHOS Institute to
explore the role of religion in society.

P
Tue, 22 Mar 2016 * 8pm-9.30pm

Providence Presbyterian Church@Fort Canning

7 Armenian Street, Bible House, Level 5, S(179932) WA TR BISESKNF:E\HNIS

Visit us at ethosinstitute.sg for updates on our current and coming events.


http://ethosinstitute.sg/science
http://ethosinstitute.sg
https://bibleresource.net

Photo © flickr.com
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ASY BELIEV

By Dr Roland Chia — Theological Research Advisor, ETHOS Institute
Chew Hock Hin Professor of Christian Doctrine
at Trinity Theological College, Singapore

A growing number of evangelical Christians seem to be
suffering from a chronic theological malady that some have
described as ‘easy believism’ — the view that all that is
needed for someone to be a Christian is to put one’s faith
in Jesus Christ as one’s Saviour. Whether it is instantiated
by an intellectual assent to the four spiritual laws or by
repeating the sinners’ prayer, this ‘act of faith’ is enough
for salvation.

Many Christian writers, however, have been justifiably
critical of this theology of salvation. They see in ‘easy
believism’ a dangerously truncated and watered down
account of what it means to be a Christian.

Easy believism emphasises justification, but not
sanctification. It places special accent on accepting Jesus
Christ as Saviour, but not on submitting to him as Lord.

[t mistakenly separates salvation from discipleship, and
suggests that it is possible for a person to be a Christian
without also being a disciple of Christ.

Ironically, evangelical Christianity is especially susceptible
to this erroneous view of salvation and the Christian life
because of its roots in Reformation theology.

In the 16" century Protestant Reformation, theologians
such as Martin Luther and John Calvin taught that
salvation is by grace alone (sola gratia) through faith

alone (sola fide), and categorically rejected the theology

of works righteousness of the Roman Catholic Church

of their day. However, such emphases can be very easily
misunderstood and misapplied, especially when they

are undergirded by the doctrine of predestination that
asserts that God, has from all eternity, irrevocably decreed
salvation for a portion of humanity.

The easy believism found in modern evangelicalism,
especially in its fundamentalist and dispensationalist
expressions, may be said to be the result of a serious
misconstrual and thus misapplication of the teaching
of the Reformers.

The 20" century Protestant theologian, Dietrich
Bonhoeffer, coined the term ‘cheap grace’ in an attempt
to address a similar problem in the churches in his
native Germany.

‘Cheap grace’, writes Bonhoeffer in his celebrated book,
The Cost of Discipleship, is the grace that we bestow on
ourselves. Cheap grace is the preaching of forgiveness
without requiring repentance, baptism without church
discipline, communion without confession... Cheap grace

Dr Roland Chia

is grace without discipleship, grace without the cross,
grace without Jesus Christ, and living and incarnate’.

Bonhoeffer argues emphatically that the concept of cheap
grace has no basis whatsoever in Scripture. As ‘grace
that we bestow on ourselves’, cheap grace is an insidious
distortion of God'’s Word.

Two hundred years before Bonhoeffer wrote these words,
John Wesley saw the same problem among the satiated
members of the Church of England of his day, who
considered their salvation secure because of the fact

that they were baptised as infants and were respected
members of their local parishes. Suffering from the same
spiritual disease, they sought to justify their passivity and
complacency towards the demands of the Gospel by an
erroneous theology of grace, salvation and the Christian life.

‘We must beware of that mock humility’, Wesley warns
perceptively and forcefully in response, ‘which teacheth us
to say, in excuse for our wilful disobedience, “Oh, | can do
nothing”, and stops there’.

In his famous sermon entitled, On Working Out Our
Salvation (1785), Wesley addressed this issue head-on.

He argues that the sanctifying grace of God that is at work
in the believer not only enables him to obey God’s Word,
but also obliges him to do so.

Thus Wesley famously writes: ‘God worketh in you;
therefore you can work — otherwise it would be impossible.’
Then he adds: ‘God worketh in you; therefore you must

”y

work; you must be “workers together with him™’.

One of the most moving hymns composed in the early
years of the 18" century is surely Isaac Watts’ When /
Survey the Wondrous Cross. An entire article can be written
on the ‘thick theology’ of this beautiful hymn. The hymn
ends with these remarkable words: “Love so amazing, so
divine, demands my soul, my life, my all”. God’s love and
grace are indeed always unconditional and free. But they
are never cheap! They demand our all!

Easy believism and cheap grace introduce dangerous
perversions to our understanding of salvation and the
Christian life. They are corruptions of the Gospel and
harmful to the Church.

This article reflects the author’s personal view on this issue.
For more articles from Dr Roland Chia, visit ethosinstitute.sg/rolandchia
This article was first published in The Bible Speaks Today, July 2014.
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IMPORTANT VISITS & MEETINGS

Meeting with Kharis
Productions

WA BB 26 %A

On 3 November 2015, the General
Secretary, together with some

staff from the Communications

and Media Centre, met with lain
Morris and Karen Rollins of Kharis
Productions, a production company
based in Scotland. They spoke about
establishing a new partnership to
expand Bible mission work through
various media platforms.
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Celebrating Partnerships
with TSPM/CCC and the
Catholic Church in China

HrpE B Z M & (TSPM/
CCORPEREHRZAIEM
AE IR

In November 2015, the General
Secretary visited Beijing and Shanghai
as part of a United Bible Societies
delegation to celebrate 30 years of
partnership with the TSPM/CCC, and
20 years of collaboration with the
Catholic Church in China.

20154E11 7, ARt R 2L A
N REBES, BT FHAH B
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Visit to Tokyo with the
Billy Graham Evangelistic

Association (BGEA)

) 45 5¢ 2% WL BS B B
2% S

From 19-24 November 2015, the
General Secretary travelled to Tokyo to
meet with various church leaders and
especially BGEA, which was holding

a festival in Tokyo over the weekend.
They had the opportunity to attend
the rally, as well as discuss possible

collaborations for future evangelistic
events in Singapore.
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CONGRATULATIONS AND THANKSGIVING

Congratulations to Dr William Wan

BB E AR L

A Bible Society Advisory Panel member, Dr William Wan (centre), was presented
the Abdeali Tayebali Lifetime Achievement Award 2015, recognising his
outstanding achievements in community service. Our heartiest congratulations to

him, and best wishes for his future work!
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Appointment of Bible Society Ambassadors

(ERTEPN(Y

The Bible Society has officially appointed two Ambassadors, Rev Mark Poh
(Emmanuel Assembly of God) and Rev Winston Tan (Church of the True Light) for
a second term. Ambassadors of the Bible Society are instrumental in promoting
the Bible mission and encouraging others to partner with the Society. We are
excited to have them on board, and look forward to working closely with them.
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BIBLICAL STUDIES

Sower Institute for Biblical Discipleship & ## % X - X2 ] {EE

PROGRAMME | 2016

The Biblical Studies Programme is designed to build strong Biblical Foundations in lay Christians.
It is designed with a strictly biblical focus and emphasises practical applications for life and
ministry. This program seeks to teach the whole counsel of God, from Genesis to Revelation,
while maintaining accessibility and flexibility for people with busy lifestyles.

LECTURER

Rev Dr John S H Tay is currently the Dean of the Faculty of Biblical Studies in the Bethany
International University (also known as the Bethany School of Missions). In 2004, he retired from
St Andrew’s Cathedral, where he had been Dean and Vicar since 1996. He is married to Ivy, and

22

they have two children and eight grandchildren.

TERM 2 (22 MAR-17 MAY 2016)
UNIT 13: REVELATION

This last book of the Bible is often perceived to be
a “closed” book, difficult to understand. In fact, it
contains the most panoramic revelation of Jesus
found in any single book of the Bible. This course
will focus on the biblical text rather than the theories
of scholars.

TERM 4 (13 SEP-8 NOV 2016)
UNIT 7: LIFE OF CHRIST

This course covers the four gospels, with special
attention given to the gospel of Luke. For the
synoptic gospels (Matthew, Mark and Luke) the
student is directed to the unique passages in these
gospels (passages that only occur in one gospel
and not the other two). For John’s Gospel, major
themes are studied.

“What | love about the

programme is that we are

not spoon-fed by Dr John.

He encourages us to self-study of the Bible
and do our weekly ‘homework’. During the
class, he teaches practical applications of the
scripture for our day-to-day living. The class
is very interactive as everyone can share their
thoughts and opinions as well.”

*Online registration closes one week before the start of each term. (Fees are inclusive of course materials & GST. Complimentary light refreshments will be provided.)

TERM 3 (28 JUN-23 AUG 2016)
UNIT 10: 1 & 2 CORINTHIANS

In the study of 1 Corinthians, emphasis is placed
on the study of Paul’s rebuke of scandals in the
Corinthian church and his answers to questions
raised. In the study of 2 Corinthians, the apostle’s
giving, ministry, and the defence of his ministry are
covered.

VENUE

7 Armenian Street

COURSE FEES

REGISTER Bible House, Level 4
ONLINE: Seminar Rooms 1 & 2
S$60 2o S(179932)
WALK-IN TIME
REGISTRATION: 7.30pm-9.30pm

TUESDAY EVENING
SESSIONS

S$80 trm

“BSP has equipped me to apply biblical knowledge and
principles in my daily life. The course goes beyond just
reading the bible; it enables you to understand the context of
what you have read. Hence, the greatest reward
| have is not head knowledge but to build up
a solid biblical foundation in my own life, and

continually to do so.”

“God’s Word is so precious, and learning about
it at the BSP is low cost and so beneficial.”

“Biblical Studies Programme is a useful
instrument for my spiritual growth and doing ministry.”

Please visit bible.org.sg/biblicalstudies to register online and for more information.
For enquiries, contact Yoong Kwek Chau at 6304 3761 (DID) or email sowerinstitute@bible.org.sg.


www.bible.org.sg/biblicalstudies

Sower Institute for Biblical Discipleship B # %t - & 1#IEIET

The Sower Institute for Biblical Discipleship is a ministry of The Bible Society of Singapore that runs biblically-based training
programmes to enable God'’s people to engage with His Word in a deeper and more relevant way.

KIDS IN THE BOOK OLD TESTAMENT

TRAINING OF TRAINERS

Kids in the Book reveals the “big picture” of God’s story through a unique, fun, kinetic style of
learning. This Training of Trainers programme is energetic, impactful, and interactive and prepares
you to be a trainer who is able to help children gain a deeper understand of the Word of God and
the big picture of His plan for His people.

Date & Time

Fri, 8 Apr 2016 & 7.30pm-10pm
Sat, 9 Apr 2016 & 8.30am-6pm

Venue

7 Armenian Street, Bible House
Level B1, Morrison Room, S(179932)

STAY TUNED FOR THESE NEW EVENTS COMING LATER THIS YEAR!
THE THREE CHAIRS: FIVE SMOOTH STONES:

Experiencing Spiritual Breakthroughs '\ Effective Parenting in a Defective World

Every Christian family faces challenges in walking daily with When it comes to parenting, there are a lot of tips and principles
the Lord. This course convicts those in Christian homes to remember, and in the heat of battle, it can be challenging to
in their walk with God, challenges them to repent to the keep it all straight. That’s why you need a few, simple anchor
Lord, and calls them to a deeper level of commitment points to cling to. This course gives five basic tenets that will

to living out the teachings of Christ. Experience spiritual prepare your child to win life’s biggest battles. A must-attend
breakthroughs in your life, marriage, family and most course for parents, parents-to-be, and anyone working with
importantly, your personal relationship with God. children!

Please visit bible.org.sg/sowerinstitute to register online and for more information.
For enquiries, contact Yoong Kwek Chau at 6304 3761 (DID) or email sowerinstitute@bible.org.sg.

VAN

‘JWISE New Beginning

Word Intake for Spiritual Edification
[ 4 C ' o

NEW TESTAMENT

WISE is a tool that helps Pastors and Church Leaders
mobilise the church to encounter God’s Word daily,
for spiritual growth of their members.

For enquires, please call 6337 3222 or email wise@bible.org.sg

A programme brought to you by SOWER INSTITUTE
for Biblical Discipleship

A Ministry of The Bible Society of Singapore


www.bible.org.sg/sowerinstitute

Infernational B

1BEx BIBLE LAND TOURS 2016

Journey through the Bible Lands with us and experience the Bible coming alive!
You will See the land, Hear the Word and Interact with local Christians.
Come join us on our tours today!

R
~— -
— |
FOLLOWING THE FOOTSTEPS OF JESUS A LI O
(ENG/CHI TOURS)
Israel

THE 7 CHURCHES IN THE BOOK OF REVELATION

Turkey
5 SRBEEBERRIBIE (-RSTS0e) 5-14 Aug (10D7N)
12K9% - Eii &3l Spiritual Directors:
2016%E11H5H-16H Ps Leslie Quahe

(Elder, Bangna Christian Fellowship)

Spiritual Director: .
& Ps Marc Madrigal
Rev Dr Lee Chong Kau (Istanbul Protestant Chugrych)

(Theological Educator, a Minister of the Presbyterian Church)
Tour cost: $2510

Tour cost: $3575 . . .
!
e ElesEs G 4 Juld Registration closes on 10 April!

THE 7 CHURCHES AND PAUL'S
Illr\glgRSHlP JOURNEY THROUGH THE HOLY LAND MISSIONARY JOURNEY

Turkey and Greece
27 Nov-9 Dec (13D1ON)

Spiritual Director: Dr Calvin Chong
(Singapore Bible College)

Tour cost: $3235°
Registration closes on 15 July!

5-16 Nov (12D9N)

Spiritual Directors:
Brendon & Cathie Clancy

(Overflow ministries, Australia)

Tour cost: $3596°
Registration closes on 4 July!

THE REFORMATION TOUR: MARTIN LUTHER & THE BIBLE

21-31 Aug (11D8N)
Spiritual Director: Ps Wolfgang K Leuschner

Church: German-speaking Protestant Congregation in Singapore

——— Tour cost: $3628™
' Registration closes on 28 March!

Visit bible.org.sg/ibex for more details. For enquiries, contact us at 6304 3782 or ibex@bible.org.sg.

*Excludes Airport and fuel taxes. Subject to terms and conditions. Tour cost is based on 35 pax. “Tour cost is based on 20 pax.
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International Bible Experiences (IBEx) Eff ZZRHET

2016 FEELEHZIR
Bible Mission Trips 2016

SOW THE WORD, IMPACT LIVES! OLBRENSS TS

= L R s I\ AN
B ERZIRIE, ZIMARNZE  yepaL KATHMANDU  INDIA CHENNAL  MYANMAR, MANDALAY
SEP 2016 270CT-1NOV 2016 3-8 NOV 2016

IBEXx organises Bible Mission Trips so that
you can GO and SOW the Word!

We challenge first-timers to come and share
the joy of giving the Bible!

We customise Bible Mission Trips for churches.

Contact us to organise
L MISSION TRIPS
Why you should go? [:US’[[]M\S[“ BB

one for your church!
* Experience the joy of giving the Bible to Christians Our IBEx team has been ' Churches we are coordinating for

who crave for onel! o _ organising customised Bible : in 2016:
* Those who seek new mission experiences. :

mission trips for churches Do isti
* Opportunity to SERVE with your gifts in the mission which wan’i to : Agape Christian Centre
field. .« Bethesda Frankel Estate Church
+ Meet and network with Christians from the wider * Explore new mission fields  : . 1,y Grace Presbyterian Church
body of Christ. * Give their members a wider « Wilkie Terrace Christian
» Suitable for first-timers who have always thought mission experience Assembly
of going for missions but have not found the « Bless their chosen mission ) ) o
opportunity; you do not need special gifting, you fields with Bibles and * Yishun Methodist Mission
just need a servant-heart! scripture portions

For more details, email ibex@bible.org.sg or contact 6304 3772. Visit bible.org.sg/ibex for more information, testimonies and updates.
BE1EHHEE : ibex@bible.org.sg; SiEIEEA8 6304 3772, ELiEE. Wik, 15183/ 1HIMII : bible.org.sg/ibex.

Our IBEx Bible Mission team returned from
Myanmar (27 Nov-1 Dec 2015) with great rejoicing.
Read about their joy and join us in giving thanks “The Bible teaches that ‘it is
and praise to God. more blessed to give than to
receive’, and indeed we found
that whatever we invested in

The team had the privilege of seeing this two and a the 5-day trip was returned to
half decade long prayer for Bibles answered through us manyfold.”
them. The orphanage was not on our original itinerary —Ho Tor Kwun, BMT participant
but God, by His divine intervention, made it happen. to Myanmar
Both giver and recipients rejoiced and praise God!
“We have been praying for “Of all the mission trips that | had participated
25 years for the Holy Bible in, this is the most fulfilling and uplifting
for all of our children. Then trip! God was with us throughout the trip.
God sent us our Bibles! Some The distribution of Bibles together with the
of the children accepted the school & family kits to the Myanmar Agape
Holy Bible with their tears Orphanage and some 300 families who
because they are very happy.” were adversely affected by the flood was
—Joseph Biak Tin Sang, met successfully without a hitch. Like in the °
Founder & President of hymn ‘God Will Make A Way’—God makes
Myanmar Agape Ministries & all things work together for good!” 0
Myanmar Christian Assembly —Nancy Soon, BMT participant to Myanmar H

Visit bible.org.sg/bmt for more information on our Bible Mission Trips and full testimonies of the participants.

Soccer for Bibles 2016 is back! The Bible mission trip to Myanmar was made possible largely in part by the participants
of Soccer for Bibles 2015. Find out how you can support the Bible mission. (Read page 17 for more details.)
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Anniversary Celebrations [ & [X £

CELEBRATING OUR MILESTONES

Although the Bible mission started in 1823, the Bible Society will be celebrating
the anniversaries of two momentous occasions in the Bible Movement:
e On 4 July 1837, the Singapore Auxiliary Bible Society was formally
established with the aim of serving the needs of the region.

e In 1907, the Bible Society acquired land for the Bible House at
7 Armenian Street to address rapidly-increasing Bible distribution needs.

From 15 Feb-15 Apr 2016, we will be hosting an Anniversary Logo Competition. The two winning
logos - one for the 180™ anniversary and one for the 110™ anniversary — will be used in all our
anniversary-related materials.

D

180™ ANNIVERSARY LOGO

e Capture the spirit of 180 years of the Bible Mission in Singapore
(for more information on the Bible Mission, visit bible.org.sg/about-us)

e Logo should be original, modern, simple, recognisable, and memorable
e Logo must include 180 (i.e.: “180" Anniversary,” “Celebrating 180 years,” etc)

110™ ANNIVERSARY LOGO

e Incorporate current Bible House building fagade into logo (for more information
on the significance of the Bible House, visit bible.org.sg/biblehouse)

e | ogo should be original, modern, simple, recognisable, and memorable
e |Logo must include 110 (.e.: “1710" Anniversary,” “Celebrating 110 years,” etc)

REQUIREMENTS

e ‘Like’ the Bible Society Facebook page at facebook.com/biblesocietysg
(all entries will be uploaded for a Facebook Most ‘Likes’ competition)

e Create a Logo Presentation (PDF, A4 size, 300 dpi resolution) that includes:
m Big Logo (in CMYK or Pantone, indicate logo height in cm)
= Small Logo (Portrait: 1.7cm in height/Landscape: 1.2cm in height)
m Logo in Black
m Logo in Reverse White
m Pantone, CMYK, and RGB colour breakdown

e Submission of entries: Visit bible.org.sg/logocompetition to fill out the online entry form,
include a short paragraph explaining the reasoning behind your logo, and upload your Logo
Presentation

e |f your entry is selected, have on standby:
(1) Mustrator working file (.ai) + fonts of your Logo Presentation and
(2) Mustrator pathed file (create outlines) of your Logo Presentation

| PRIZES 2

e 1%t Place (for 180™) - S$300 cash and a commemorative certificate of recognition
e 1%t Place (for 110") - S$300 cash and a commemorative certificate of recognition
e Facebook Most ‘Likes’ for both winners - $$100 Voucher from the Bible Resource Centre

Winners will be announced in the Word@Work June 2016 edition.
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RESULTS OF DECEMBER’S

WORD@PLAY CONTEST

(E#) 128
Tlinl ZFIRR LS

We would like to congratulate the winners
of our WORD@PLAY contest in the
December’s issue of Word@Work:
- Maisie Chang, 55
- Sean Tan, 29

Rt Z 5+ BTlaZEsRBR A,
A TRE B PSR S

Top photo: Sean Tan, 29
Bottom photo: Maisie Chang, 55

ENRRESEZENRETEST.

Answers to Dec’s Word@Play
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Correction:

The “Answers to Sep’s Word@Play”
published in the Dec 2015 Word@Work
listed “Micha” as one of the answers.

The correct answer is “Micah.”

trim here
4%444

WORD@PLAY %2 # — %I

Missions Anagram

The Bible Society of Singapore is committed to serving countries

around the world. Our projects cover the whole spectrum of Bible

mission needs. Unscramble these anagrams to discover some
of the countries that the Bible Society supports.

Example: Salted Dime = Middle East

BAN NOEL
A SOL

A ACID MOB
AM ANY MR
AMEN I TV
LAP EN
ADIOS NINE
A INCH
SNAIL ARK
SPA AT KIN
LAB GASH END
AID IN

LA SIRE

GET PY

KEY RUT
OPERA GINS

Name:

Age: Phone:

Address:

Postal Code:

Email:

Church:

Two winners will be chosen at random through a draw of correct
entries. Stand to win attractive prizes (worth more than $50!).

To enter the contest, send your entries by:

Mail: The Bible Society of Singapore

7 Armenian Street, Bible House, S179932

or scan and email: comms@bible.org.sg or Fax: 6337 3036

Completed entries (please include all details) must be received no
later than Fri, 22 Apr 2016. (Names of winners and the answers
will be published in the next issue of Word@Work.)

*Participants will be added to our mailing list for future updates from Bible Society.
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BLESS FOREIGN WORKERS
IN SINGAPORE WITH
A BIBLE TODAY

Missions begin from home - reach out to the migrant workers
around you by giving them the Living Word!

Purchase a Burmese,
Chinese or Tamil Bible
at a special price of

$10 each and we wiill
help to channel the Word
to them by partnering
with local churches.

“Thank you for the 60 Myanmar Bibles

you gave us to give away freely to pre-

believers who want them. We made the

announcement at church saying that these
Bibles are only for pre-believers who want to read them, and all were taken
up in just a few weeks!” - Ps Matthew Maung Myo Thu, Judson Baptist Church

Thank you for your generous donation!

In January 2016, we raised funds for 320 Burmese Bibles and 238 Tamil Bibles.

Target: 1,500 copies per language by end May 2016

RESOURCE | Mon:1lam-7pm; Tue: 10am-8pm; Wed-Fri: 10am-7pm; Sat & Sun: 10am-2pm
CENTRE Closed on Public Holidays

BRC@Armenian
BIBLE 7 Armenian Street, Bible House, #01-01, S179932

A Ministry of The Bible Society of Singapore

Tel: (65) 6304 3771 | Fax: (65) 6337 3036 | Email: brc@bible.org.sg | Website: bibleresource.net


https://bibleresource.net



